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tain new and useful Troprovemen Foot- vounds
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Figere 1 of the urmwméﬂ is & perspes-
tive view of a znlr af foot ball trousers
constructed in aecords ﬁce with my inven-
tion, showing onc'leg of ¢

: trovsers broken
away 90 &g i“n more d arly ille

usbre to thﬂ con-

strifction of the pads; and

Figure 2 is a smmcmaé view, taken hori-
mnbally throngh the pad ab the upper um
of the tmuserv which protects the Worrer's
kidneys, hips and s upi’l&..

Referring to the drawings which illus-
trate the ")refterled :torm of oy invention,
A designa teb a pair of foot ball irousers,
and B d%xuwics & pad projecting up-
wardly above the waist mmi of the trou-
Sers ior prot ecting the WEATST Mdney am
the lower portions of the spine and ribs,
said pad B being composed of a number of
substantially rigid aeemonc* that ere fexibly

_connected ttlbebhu‘ in such a inanner that

the pad B as an entirety will snugly em-
brace the powon of the wearer’s body above
the hips and protect same ‘vn,houf inter-
fering with or restricting the natural move-
ments of tﬁa Wearer's body.
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ing from the spirit of my invention, but I
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sitely-inclined siits 8 eﬁ:tending downwardly
from the npper edge of same, as shown in
Figure 1, thus forming a center section of

- substantially ¥ shape in general outline. It
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will of course, be understood that the par-
ticular ghape of the pad sections 2 and 3 is
immaterial, so long as said pad sections are
of such form and are combined with the
flexible or elastic band 1 in such a manner
that said pad sections can move sufficiently
velatively to each other to not retard or in-
terfere with the natural movements of the
wearer’s body. -

The trousers are provided with hip pads
C which are formed preferably by depend-
ing portions of the pieces of felt which econ-
stitute the side sections 3 of the pad B at
the upper edge of the trousers, each of said
hip pads C being provided with o plurality
of substantially rigid stiffening devices 9
formed conventently from pieces of sheet
fibre arranged in pockets on the rear side
of same, as shown in Figure 1. By construct-

_ing the hip pads in this manner said pads
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afford considerable protection to the wear-

er’s hips, and a2s they conform approxi-.

mately to the shape of the hips, due, of
course, to the fact that the stiffening devices
consist of separate pieces or sections 9, said
hip pads will not interfere with the natural
movements of the wearer’s body. Moreover,
as the hip pads C are suspended from the
elastic band 1 that snugly embraces the por-
tion of the wearer’s body above the hips,
said pads C will cling to the hips more per-
fectly than if they were stitched to the seat
portions of the trousers. I also prefer to
provide the spine pad 2 with an integral
depending portion 2° that extends down-
wardly below the waist band of the trou-
gers. S S :
Having thus described my invention, what
T claim as new and desive to sectre by Let-
ters Patent, is: : .

1. A pair of foot ball trousers provided
at their upper ends with an attached kidney,
rib and spine pad composed of a number of
substantially rigid sections comnected to-
gether by elastic material. :

2. A pair of foot ball trousers provided

. with an attached kidney, spine and rib pad

b1

60

that projects upwardly above the waist band
of the trousers and which is composed of an
elastic band having a number of substan-
tially rigid pad sections combined with same
in such a manner that said pad sections can
move sufliciently with relation to each other
to not restrict or interfére with the natural
movements of the wearer’s body.

3. A pair of foot ball trousers provided
with an attached pad projecting npwardly
above the waist band poréion of the trousers
and composed of a number of separate pad
sections equipped with substantially rigid

stiffening devices and connected together by
elastic webbing. ’

4, A pair of foot ball trousers provided
at their upper edge with an attached up-
wardly projecting, elastic band that is adapt-
ed to be.drawn snugly around the portion of
the wearer’s body above the hips, said band
being equipped with a plurality of spaced
pad sections each of which is composed of
soft material, and a substantially rigid stiff-
ening element, '

5. A pair of foot ball trousers having a
flexible band secured to the upper edge por-
tion of same, a spine pad secured to said
band, two groups of pad sections arranged
on said band at opposite sides of said spine
pad, and pieces of substantially rigid sheet
material interposed between said band and
pads for stiffening said pads. o

6. A pair of foot ball frousers provided at
their upper end with an elastic band that is
adapted to be drawn snugly around the por-
tion of the wearer’s' body above the hips,
stiffening elements of substantially rigid
sheet material combined with said band and
capable of moving relatively to each other,
and a pad associated with each of said stiff-
ening elements. .

7. A pair of foot ball trousers having a
flexible band of elastic webbing attached to
the upper edge portion of same, pieces of
heavy felt secured to the inner side of said
band, a plurality of spaced stiffening ele-
ments interposed between said band and
pieces of felt, and open spaces between said
pieces of felt located intermediate said stiff-
ening elements. o

8. A pair of foot ball trousers having a
flexible band of elastic webbing or the like
secured to the upper edge portion of the
trousers by rows of stitches that terminate at
points on either side of the back seam of the
trousers, a spine pad secured to the imner
side of said band at such a point that it laps
over the lower part of the spine, and pieces
of felt secured to the inner side of said band
at opposite sides of said pad and each pro-
vided with a plurality of oppositely inchined
slits that divide same into a plurality of sec-
tions that are capable of moving relatively
o each other.

9.- A pair of foob ball trousers provided at
their upper end with an attached kidney,
spine and rib pad composed of an elastic
band combined with a plurality of substan-
tially rigid, spaced sections which are capa-

ble of moving relatively to each. other suf-.

ficiently to not interfere with the natural
movements of the wearer’s body, and hip
pads suspended from said kidney, spine and
rib pad and arranged on the inside of the
trousers. ] : )
10. A pair of foot ball trousers provided
st their upper end with an attached elastic
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band that is adapted fo be drawn snugly

around the portion of the wearer’s body
“above the hips; a plurality of separated pad

sections. combined with said band and
equipped with substantially rigid stiffening
elements, and hip pads suspended from sald
pad and each provided with a plurality of
separated stiffening elements that can move
sufficiently with relation to each other to
canse said hip pads to conform approxi-
mately to the shape of the wearer’s hips.

11, A pair of foot ball trousers having a
band of elastic webbing permanently at-
tached to the upper edge portion of the trou-

sers and provided at its free ends with flaps 15
through which a lacing can be inserted so as,
to draw said band snugly around the portion.
of the wearer’s body above the hips, pieces -
of heavy feli secured to the inner side of said
band and extending downwardly over the 20
wearer’s hips, and stiffening elements com-
bined with said pieces of felt for protecting
the wearer’s kidneys, ribs and hips and so
arranged that they can move relatively to

each other and thus not interfere with the 25

natural movements of the wearer’s body.

“WILLIAM P. WHITLEY.




